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the llowors of it ; HIUCC all his kinds are not only in their
united ibrniH, but In their severer! dissections fully commend-
able ; I think, and think I think rightly, the laurel crown
appointed for triumphant captains, doth worthily, of all other
honour the poet'H triumph."

Objections remain to he combated in detail. Sidney
chooses one first, which olftrs no great difficulty. The
detractors of poetry gird at " rhyming and versing." He
has already laid it down that " one may be a poet with-
out versing, and a versifier without poetry." But he has
also shown why metrical language should he regarded as
the choicest and most polished mode of speech. Verse,
too, fits itself to music more properly than prose, and
far exceeds it " in the knitting up of the memory." Nor
is rhyme to bo neglected, especially in modern metres ;
seeing that it strikes a music to the ear. But the enemy
advances heavier battalions. Against poetry he alleges
(1) that there are studies upon which a man may spend
his time more profitably ; (2) that it is the mother of
lies; (3) that it is the nurse of abuse, corrupting the
fancy, enfeebling manliness, and instilling pestilent desires
into the soul; (4) that Plato banished poets from his
commonwealth,

Those four points are taken seriatim, and severally
answered. The first is set aside, as involving a begging
of the question at issue. To the second Sidney replies
" paradoxically, but truly I think truly, that of all writers
under the sun the poet is the least liar ; and though he
would, as a poet, can scarcely be a liar." It is possible to
err, and to affirm falsehood, in all the other departments
of knowledge ; but " for the poet, he nothing affirmeth,
and therefore nothing lieth." His sphere is not the the philonopher ; for
